
 

 

 
 

 

New Hope-Sole bury School District 
Facilities Meeting Minutes 
January 20, 2016—7:30PM 

District Office Conference Room 
 

Attendance 
 
 School Board – John Capriotti (Chair), Mark Cowell, Maria Povacz 
 Administration – Dave Hansel, Steve Yanni, Andy Lechman 
 Committee Members – Dudley Rice, John Signer, Stan Marcus 
 Presenters – Kevin Godshall (GKO), Chris Haller (D’Huy) 
 Public – Ed Duffy, Lisa Menz, Beth Houlton, Alison Kingsley, Ellen Stifel, Beth 

Holton, Shelia Elser, Tim Reily, John O’Hara, Neil Dougherty 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Capriotti at 7:55PM. 
 
Minutes from the previous meeting will be approved at the next facilities 
meeting. 
 

Old Business 
 

 Mr. Hansel provided updates on the theater project, and noted that all work 
has been completed.  Further, staff training has been conducted for the 
operation of the light and sound systems. 

 Mr. Hansel provided an updated on the tennis court striping, which has been 
completed. 

 Mr. Hansel also provided an update on the Community Association storage 
container.  Originally the Community Association was going to erect a building; 
however, it was cost prohibitive.  Dr. Yanni was asked what the proper 
procedures are for accepting donations and what should be done with the 
container since it never received formal board approval.  Moving the container 
now would need to be consistent with the practice for other storage units on 
campus.  Dr. Yanni and Mr. Hansel said that they would provide a list of storage 
units on campus, and that in the future all donations would be accepted and 
approved by the board. 

 
New Business 

 
 Mr. Godshall from GKO provided an overview of the project, noting which 

areas of the HS and MS were to be part of the revitalization project.  He noted 



 

 

that there would be some new construction such as the covered walk way, a 
new MS office, and a few new classrooms as long as some renovations to 
existing spaces. 

 Mr. Godshall from GKO and Mr. Haller from D’Huy were asked about the work 
done to date on planning the project and why several components changed but 
the price remained at $28.5m.  Mr. Hansel and Dr. Yanni spoke about some of 
the changes, such as not constructing the combined HS/MS office, and adding 
some items from Mr. Hansel’s list of needed projects. 

 There was a discussion about traffic patterns and the safety of students.  Mr. 
Godshall referenced the traffic study and PennDOT. 

 Mr. Capriotti suggested a reexamination of the project to the total funds 
borrowed by the district at this point, which is approximately $12m.  This 
would cover infrastructure only. 

 Mr. Godshall indicated that funds have already been spent on Design and 
Development for the $28.5m project as planned.  Mr. Haller noted the same. 

 Mr. Capriotti suggested seeing pricing for all facets of the project, and to have 
the committee make a determination about what the true needs are beyond 
the funds which have already been borrowed. 

 Mr. Haller indicated that he would be able to get pricing.  Mr. Godshall 
indicated he was looking for direction because at the moment, his team is 
working on the project as planned. 

 It was noted that after Mr. Haller can get pricing each part of the project, the 
committee should hold a joint meeting with the Finance Committee to 
determine next steps. 

 Mr. Capriotti indicated that a review of the project is needed given the financial 
state of the district and the debt we face. 

 
Public comment: 
 

 There was no formal public comment period.  Public comment was conducted 
throughout the course of the meeting. 
 

Mr. Capriotti adjourned the meeting at 9:08PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dave Hansel 
Director of Operations 
 


